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INTRODUCTION 
 
The following report is offered to summarize the major points of discussion during our 
first half of a full day visit to Lawrence Park Golf Club, on Tuesday, June 14, 2011.  
Observations and suggestions/recommendations made during our tour of your facility 
will be presented in this report.  
 

 
 
Overall, the golf course was in very good condition at the time of our visit.  Most 
impressive was the fact that this is being accomplished with a reasonable modest 
budget.  This speaks clearly to the dedication, timing and efforts put forth to achieve 
agronomic goals.  Managing healthy turfgrass provides every opportunity to present 
excellent playing quality as well.     
 
The putting green surfaces exhibited a dense stand of turf which appeared to be 
providing marvelous playing quality.  The venting treatment could not have been 
scheduled better.  The desired response will be offered and root growth will be 
improved.  While the roots were somewhat compromised in the soil (from the weather) 

preventative measures will accomplish the desired effect as the season progresses.  
Later in this report discussions will be offered regarding aeration technique as well as 
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sand topdressing treatments.  Continuing to promote healthy grass while modifying the 
soil structure will deliver the desired effect for some time to come.   
 
A portion of our time was also spent discussing the fairway turf and more importantly, 
the agronomic programs needed to maintain and manage bentgrass in your area of the 
region.  Equipment needs will be a high priority for the future.  This will be discussed.  
 
Tee renovations were also discussed.  Opinions will be offered for these additions.   
 
Finally, this report would not be complete without discussing the benefits received and 
the playability improvements achieved as a result of the tree work conducted throughout 
the property.  Asset specimen trees are now being maintained.  Agronomic hindrances 
are being eliminated and a balance between trees and turf is being established.  
Comments will be offered regarding tree management strategies.   
 
As is our standard practice, the golf course was toured, turf health was examined and 
many agronomic strategies were discussed.  It is with these thoughts in mind that the 
following is offered for your consideration.   
 
GREENS 
 

Aeration 
 
1.  Without question, aeration tactics save turf during stressful conditions.  Aeration 
tactics become all the more important when significant precipitation is received 
particularly during the early portion of the year.  The venting treatments exhibited clear 
benefit.  The only area of new root growth was in the aeration channels.   
 
Venting treatments are conducted as a short term strategy to maintain the health and 
more importantly, sustain the performance of the root mass within the soil structure.  
The venting treatments help to maintain moisture content, promote gaseous exchange 
and promote a continual growth cycle of new roots.  Treating on a 3 week interval was 
discussed in great length at the time of our visit.  Research clearly indicates that this 
treatment schedule will deliver a desired effect throughout the season.  The process can 
be completed without fear of any detrimental effects to surface quality.   
 
With that said, some adjustments can be made as dictated by the weather.  If it is dry 
and stressful it may be necessary to treat more frequently.  If it is extremely wet once 
again, it may be necessary to treat more frequently.  The key issue is to maintain the 
level of control within the profile despite the weather conditions presented.  Water must 
infiltrate the soil so that root growth can occur.  Do not back off in the manner in which 
these programs are currently being conducted.   
 
2.  Your current strategies of combining early season deep tine treatment, solid tine 
treatment and aggressive topdressing is right on target.  The deep tine treatment helps 
to fracture compaction zones deeper in the profile.  The standard solid tine aeration 
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helps for the introduction of more sand into the upper portion of the profile.  The vertical 
mowing techniques allow sand to be introduced more aggressively into the upper 
portion of the canopy.  In all cases, the introduction of sand provides a higher degree of 
control over all types of weather conditions.  Do not back off in the manner in which 
these practices are being performed.  Timely treatments deliver maximum benefit.   
 
3.  Attempt to match the rate of growth of the turf when topdressing the greens.  That is, 
in the spring when grass is growing aggressively consider topdressing on a weekly 
basis.  Treat with approximately 40 to 60 lbs. of product per thousand sq. ft. and work 
the material into the canopy.  Do not bruise or wound the turf, rather use a drag or 
blower to move product off the surface and down into the canopy.   
 
Later in the year when turf growth slows the interval of application can be adjusted.  It 
may be possible to treat on an every other and every third week basis, once again, as 
dictated by the weather.   
 
It is critically important to continually introduce sand into the upper portion of the profile.  
Your soil tests clearly indicate that progress is being made and quantifiable effects are 
taking place.  There is much less organic debris in the profile compared to that 
measured a few years ago.  This is a result of the efforts put forth to topdress on a fairly 
regular interval.  Omitting, delaying or eliminating these practices should not be 
considered.   
 
4.  You may want to demonstrate some of the newer topdressing equipment currently 
available for introducing sand to putting green surfaces.  There are several new tools 
that could expedite the process as well as improve your efficiency of operation. 
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Pest Control 
 
1.  There was no evidence of any active anthracnose on any of the greens we 
examined.  This truly speaks to the programs in place and the effectiveness of the 
treatment regime.  Growing healthy grass first, allows every opportunity to minimize the 
occurrence of disease problems.   
 
2.  Remnants of Waitea Patch were exhibited on several of the greens we examined.  
Waitea Patch is leaf spotting organism.  Products such as Prostar, strobilurin fungicide, 
or DMI fungicides will work quite well to control these conditions.  Combine cultural 
practices and fertilizer techniques to manage and produce healthy grass.   
 
Research has focused on the use of urea nitrogen early in the spring to combat this 
particular organism.  You may want to consider fertilizing more aggressively with urea 
early in the spring when this disease is much more prevalent.   
 

There are several topdressing attachments that offer a great deal of flexibility  
when treating putting surfaces with sand.  Demonstrate these tools to match a 
machine to the operation needs.   
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3.  Localized dry spot conditions were discussed at length during our visit.  Introduce 
product that will help to maintain a more uniform moisture condition in the soil profile.  
On the Fourth green for example, use of wetting agents with your venting treatments.  
This will allow product to be worked into the profile so that a more even moisture 
condition can be sustained.  Dispatch wetting agent could be applied immediately after 
and washed into the profile.  For the short term, slightly modify your treatment regime.  
Treat at the same rate of surfactant but treat on an every other week basis on difficult to 
manage sites.   

 
Surface Management 

 
1.  It was good to hear that putting green management is being conducted with the 
focused goal of producing the healthiest possible turf.  This is particularly important 
when putting green mowing heights are discussed.  Mowing at reasonable heights will 
allow every opportunity to condition the greens in the desired manner.  More 
importantly, stress is being controlled! 
 
Do not hesitate to use some form of multiple mowing on an infrequent basis.  You may 
even want to conduct infrequent afternoon mowings to better condition the greens for 
daily use.  Simply put, this will produce a smoother surface and promote tillering which 
will result in enhanced playing quality.   
 
Brushing can be combined with the introduction of light and frequent topdressing 
application or used as a supplement to mowing tactics.  Standing the grass erect will 
allow for improved overall mower performance.   
 
2.  Investigate the new 14 bladed reels available for your Toro mowing equipment.  
These tools provide an excellent quality of cut, one which will allow for enhanced 
playability without creating mechanical stress on the playing surface. 
 

Fertilization 
 
1.  Recent set of soil test results clearly indicate that nutrient supplements are needed.  
Treatments could be conducted in August in combination with your regularly scheduled 
core cultivation and topdressing.  If possible introduce 10 to 15 lbs. of gypsum per 
thousand sq. ft. at the time of aeration.  This could then be supplemented later in the 
year with an additional 10 to 15 lbs. per thousand sq. ft.   
 
2.  Nitrogen fertilizer in particular is critically important for disease management and 
overall performance.  Do not hesitate to continually rotate into your strategies urea and 
ammonium sulfate nitrogen products to continue acidification of the soil profile.  The pH 
levels are trending downward.  This is excellent!   It is a function of the use of acid 
fertilizers and your dedication to achieving a more sustainable level of nutrient 
availability in the profile.  Very well done! 
 
 



Lawrence Park Golf Club  June 17, 2011 
 

7 

TEES 
 
1.  The timing of your most recent aeration on the teeing surfaces could not have been 
performed better.  Thatch was penetrated and physically removed.  Soils were 
redistributed to in effect topdress and dilute the remaining organic matter in the profile.   
 
At the very least, all of the teeing surfaces should be core cultivated at least once a 
year.  Tees that are used less frequently should be treated more aggressively.  Forward 
teeing grounds and back teeing grounds that receive little play should be core cultivated 
at least twice per season.  
 
2.  A portion of our time was spent discussing the construction of new teeing surfaces.    
 
 A.  The new back tee on the Eleventh hole was discussed.  Positioning the teeing 
ground should fit into your current design and architectural features.  More importantly, 
the positioning of the tee should be such that it provides an impact with regards to the 
playability of the Eleventh hole.  For the short term, consider using a temporary teeing 
surface to evaluate the merit of adding a tee in this portion of the property. 
 
 B.  I totally agree with your plans to renovate and establish new teeing grounds 
on the Twelfth and Sixteenth holes.  A dual purpose tee could be constructed.  The 
issue is fitting it into the current terrain features as well as maximizing the benefit of this 
investment.  Make the tee large enough so that it does not negatively impact 
maintenance practices.  In other words build the tee large enough so the current 
machinery can operate without causing mechanical stress. 
 
APPROACHES 
 
1.  Any additional topdressing that can be introduced to the approach turf will benefit 
playability and performance.   Simply put, topdressing the approaches will help to firm 
these areas allowing many more golf shots to be played into putting green surfaces.   
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2.  The renovation of the collection area to the right of the Thirteenth green has provided 
marvelous results.  This has accented the area and brought the hazard into play.   
 
It will be important to aggressively fertilize the new bentgrass turf.  Also, include the 
bluegrass into the fertilization regime.  Treating with a minimum 1/4 lb. of actual nitrogen 
per thousand sq. ft. every other week was recommended.   
 
Also, aggressively aerify the new bentgrass sod.  The turf will respond the bentgrass will 
flourish.  It will be supplemented by the fertility treatments.   
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FAIRWAYS 
 

 
 
1.  As bentgrass continues to develop it will be important to implement programs to 
allow it to be a sustainable feature of your property.  That is, aeration must be 
conducted to manage thatch accumulation.  The Seventh fairway is the example that 
comes to mind.  (pictured above)  The limiting factor on this surface is the thatch 
accumulation.  If it becomes dry it is extremely difficult to rewet and then sustain the 
performance of the turf.  At the very least, core cultivate the bentgrass fairways annually 
and return the soil as a topdressing amendment.   
 
To facilitate completion of these essential programs demonstrate some of the newer 
aeration equipment available.  John Deere, Toro, and verti drain all offer tools that will 
meet your needs.   There is a desperate need for fairway aeration equipment.   
 
2.  The following is recommended for dollar spot control on the fairway turf.   
 
 A.  At the earliest convenience treat all of the fairway turf with a DMI fungicide.  
Generic propiconazole for example will work quite well.  Treat at the highest labeled rate 
and irrigate the fungicide into the profile.  This treatment will control dollar spot inoculum 


